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all Italy — Norman Douglas) (2) ; along the Icnstb 
stony roads that soon wear out the lorries — Michael Barbour) 
its one-way street system move only the most modern cars 
— C.B.Hitchcock) (3) — used as a function word to indicate 
a particular medium or channel of communication (hear one 
another ^ the air — G.W.Chapman) <spolce to me the 
telephone) <gave several recitals ~ the . . . network — Current 
Biog.y c (1) : through every part of : all through (the present 
comtesse . . . showed me it — Ralph Hammond- 1 nnes) (2) 
— used as a function word to indicate study, review, or ex- 
amination of something (went his notes tn preparation for 
the quiz) (go ^ the case with the defense attorney) 6 a — 
used as a function word to indicate motion that passes above 
something on the way to the other side or to a place beyond 
(docs a series of tumbles ~ rocky ledges — Y.E.Sodcrberg) 
(climb a mountain) (fly a lake) (attack a frontier) 
<put a boat a ship's side) h — used as a function word to 
indicate position on the other side or beyond (lives in a liitte 
shop the way — H.V.Morton) 6 a ; througholtt, during 
(many times prime minister of hts country the past 25 years 
— Geoffrey Godsell) (lost the use of their eyes through living 
underground many generations — S.F.Mason) (had written 
it nights and weekends — Current Biog,} h : until the end 
of : for a period including (invited us to stay ^ Sunday) 
(stationed in an isolated post winter) 7 a — used as a 
function word to indicate an object of solicitude, interest, 
consideration, or reference (the Lord watches his own) 
(laughed ~ my misadventures) (his curiosity the materials 
and tools — C.D.Gaitskell) <Eivcs way to an intolerable degree 
of sentimentality -« some of his wornen — C.H.Sykcs) <am 
with you this) b — used as a function word often with an 
accompanying concrete word to indicate occupation or 
activity (spent an hour cards) (deciding to wait ~ a beer — 
Ralph Ellison) (enjoy an evening wiih me — a bite to cat — 
Frank O'Leary) C ; on account of (embittered ~ this fate — 
L.S.Thompson) (got himself into disgrace some caricatures 
of military personages — Times Lit. Supp.") 8 card games 
: next in turn to play after (another card player) — over a 
barrel adv ; at the mercy of one's opponents : in a helpless 
condition (had him over a barrel^ 

^over \"\ ot/y tME. alter, (influenced by 'over) of uvere, fr. OE 
ujerra, compar. of o/er, adv. — more at 'over J la: upper, 

HIGHER. SUPERIOR D : COVERING. OUTER C t EXCESSIVE (tOO 

hasty interpretations and imagination — W.E.Swinton) — 
often used in combination (overactivity is not recommended 
for the patient) 2a: remaining (that didn't leave me much 
^ — Albert Halper) (something to provide for unusual 
requirements — J.A.Todd) b : having an excess or surplus 

(the cash is said to be ' Twentieth Century Bookkeeping & 

Accounting"} 3 : fried on both sides (ordered two eggs '^) 
♦over \"\ VI -ED/-ING/-S ['over] 1 dial X to get over : recover 
from (whether you ^ed a snakebite or not — Conrad Richter) 

2 dial Eng : to bring to an end : finish 3 : to leap over : clear 
( — ed a stile — A.T.Ouillcr-Couch) 4 dial Eng : to be over 
with (the Sabbath not yet ^ed —Charlotte Bronte) 

*Over n -s Cover] 1 Cso called fr. the umpire's cry of "over" to 
declare all play for that series at an end] : a series of 6 or 8 
cricket balls bowled consecutively by one bowler from one end 
of the wicket 2 overs p/, Brit : extra sheets of paper in a 
ream to allow for spoilage in printing 3 overs pi I lumber- 
men's overs 4 overs pi : material that does not pass through 
any given screen in the milling process 6 : a shot which 
strikes or bursts beyond the target 

O vera bound \I*»jrJ*\ vi [ME over abounden, fr. 'over + 
abounden to abound ] : to abound too much : be too 
abundant 

overabundance \;***;"\ n [ME, fr. 'over -I- abundance, 
abundaunce abundance] ; an excessive abundance : surfeit, 
excess, plethora (an of experience with totalitarian 
governments — John Dean) 

overabundant adj ['over + abundant} : surpassingly 

abundant 

overacctunulation \|i>»«,«c)«<>\ n : an undue or excessive 
accumulation 

overact vr 1 : to act or perform (as apart) to excess 

: exaggerate in acting 2 obs t to outdo in acting 3 obs I to 
act upon or influence unduly ~ vi 1 : to act more than is 
necessary : go to excess in action (which muscles of the eyes 
are . . .^ing — H.G.Armstrong) 2 : to overact a part 
overaction n : excessive or abnormal action 

overactive \!««|*«\ adj : excessively or abnormally active <an 

^ mind) ('^ glands) 
overactivity \;»*,*;*i>-\ n : excessive or abnormal activity 
over against prep : as opposed to : in contrast with (the failure 
of Christianity over against Islam in successive ages — Brit. 
Book News} 

> overage \:ov9(r):ai\ adj i^ver + age, n.] 1 : too old or 
regarded as too old to be serviceable or useful ("^ warships) 
(an stand of timber) 2 : older than is normal for one's 
position, function, or grade (r^ students) 

* over-age \ 'ovarii \ n [^over + -age} 1 I SURPLUS, excess; 
specij t the amount of a product above that recorded as having 
been shipped or placed in storage 2 : an excess over a re- 
quired amount <an was disclosed) — opposed to shortage 

3 : the quantity of a pharmaceutical included in a container in 
excess of the labeled amount (as in an ampul containing a liq- 
uid medication intended for injection) 

lover.all \:ov3;(r)61\ adv [ME overal, fr. OE ojer eall, fr. ojer 
over + eall all] la: all over : everywhere (man was ripe 
for civilization and erupted into it — D.S.Stcwart) (ships in 
the fjord were dressed — London Catling') b : as a whole 
: IN toto, generally ('^, the picture quality was good — 
Cecil McGivern) and in most of its detail the film has re- 
parkable power — Time} 2 : from one extreme point to 
another of anything including any projections; specij : from 
the extreme forward point to the extreme after point of the 
deck of a ship including overhangs (the boat's dimensions arc 
34 feet judder) 

2over*all \'ov3,r6l. chiejly in substand speech -V3(r),h6- in 
sense lc\ n -s trover + alt, pron.] 1 over- 
alls pi a archaic I loose trousers or leg- 
ging worn over regular clothes as a pro- 
tection from bad weather or dirt b : close' 
fitting trousers worn as part of certain 
British uniforms or for formal riding 
C : trousers made of strong material usu. 
with a bib and shoulder straps and worn 
esp. by workmen 2 chiejly Brit : an outer 
garment; esp I a loose-fitting protective gar- 
ment like a long coat or a smock worn over 
regular clothing (a laboratory worker in a 
white '^) 

3over-aU \:ov3'(r)6t\ adj [lover -t- all. 
pron.] 1 : including everything between 
the two extreme points (the length of a 
ship) 2 a : taking all units into account 
: TOTAL sales of wholesalers ... in- 
creased 10% — Americana Annual} (judge 
what the ~ demand . . . may be --C.r. 
Craig) ('>- industry growth seems well 
assured — Brookmire Investment Reports} 
b : of or relating to something as a whole 
: viewed as a whole : general (liked the overalls Ic 

composition and design — Levon West) 
(the picture . . , was bright —Sew Englander} : compre- 
hensive (an view of the problem) 3 : placed over or upon 




over--an(l-tmiler n -s : a 2- barreled firearm whose 

barrels are fixed one above the other 

overanxious \;«*;»»\ adj : excessively or needlessly anxious 

overarch \!")«\vr l:to form an arch over (dense masses 
"^ing the stream — John Muir tl914) 2 : to be central or 
decisive in t dominate (an utterance which '^es the whole con- 
ception of the play — R.O.F.Wynne) 

overarching aa^ 1 : forming an arch overhead (the ^ sky) 
2 : subordinating or encompassing all else : all- important, 
dominant (the relation of man's freedom to God's power 
— Liston Pope) (the — thesis of this book) (the fact — 
Reporter} (different aspects of an goal — J.R.Butler) 

* overarm \'**,»\ adj [»over -1- arm, n.] : done with the arm 
raised above the shoulder (r^ pitching) ('-' bowling); specij 
: being a swimming stroke in which the arm is lifted out of the 
water and stretched forward over the shoulder to begin the 
stroke 

'overarm \ n ['over + arm, n,] : a bar extending parallel to 
and above the arbor of a milling nuchine with attacnments to 
provide support for the arbor 
oyerassessment Xlv'^^oaX n : the act or an instance of assess- 
ing excessively or beyond the norm; also I the condition of 
being so assessed 
overattachment \;«««>«\ n : excessive attachment 
overattentive \;»»«;*»\ adj : unduly or excessively attentive 
overawe \|«»!*\ vr : to make submissive or restrain by awe or 
fear : inspire awe in ( — the English barbarians by his polished 
Norman manners — Charles Kingslcy) 

■overbalance \;»»:»*\ vr [^over -i- balance} 1 : to exceed 
equality wiih : outweigh (greatly '^ed by their concomitant 
advantages — T.L. Peacock) 2 : to cause to lose balance : put 
out of balance (implied that it is desirable to'^ the cash budget 
—William Fellner) 

'overbalance \"\ n 1 : an excess of weight or value : some- 
thing more than an equivalent (an — of exports) 2 : the con- 
dition of being out of balance : tack of balance : inequilib* 
RIUM (keep him from , one-sidedness — Register} 

overbanking \;«*;«*\ n Cover + banking (gerund of ^bank)} 
: a malfunction in a watch that is caused by premature un- 
locking of the escape wheel without contact of the fork with 
the roller jewel and that makes the escapement inoperative — 
distinguished from rebanking 

overbear vt l : to bring or carry down by superior 

weight or force : overwhelm (rushed forth and ... overbore 
the white-headed giant — William Beebe) 2 a : to overcome 
or bend to one's will by force of argument, domineering 
manner, or other non physical means ^overbore her protests — 
Josephine Pinckney) (completely overborne by his patient — 
Osbert Sitwell) b : to surpass in importance, cogency, or 
other quality ^ vi : to bear fruit or onspring to excess 

Over*bear>ance \,**'baCa)r3n(t)s. -'bcr-\ n -s : domineering 
action or behavior : imperiousness 

1 overbearing \,«»'*»\ n [fr. gerund of overbear} : the be- 
havior of one that overbears another or an instance of such 
behavior; esp ; dictatorial or arrogant action or conduct <— 
and aggression must come to an end — T.E.Goldstein) 

'overbearing \;«*;«*\ adj [fr. pres. part, of overbear} 

1 a : overpowering, overwhelming (combine to create an 
atmosphere — Irish Digest} (a grand alliance of European 
powers against our greatness — J. H. Plumb) (an pre- 
occupation with economic interest — A.W.Gouldner) b : de- 
cisively important : dominant, preponderating (the 
problem of basic American relations with the Soviet Union — 
T.F.Reynolds) (didn't think it was the ~ consideration here — 
J.S.Cooper) 2 : aggressively haughty : arrogant, ckjmi- 
NEERiNG (intolerably ... in his manner — J.C.Snaith) 
syn see proud 

over'bear-ing-ly \J**;***\ adv : in an overbearing manner 
overbearingness \,-«'-*»\ n -es : the quality or state of being 
overbearing 

overbed table \|»»;»-\ n {overbed fr. ^over -}- bed, n.] : a 
narrow rectangular table de- 
signed esp. for hospital patients 
that spans the bed and is typi- 
cally fitted with casters and a 
crank for adjusting the height 
and tilting the top 

overbeliel \'*»».*\ n i^over + 
beliej} : belief that is not verifi- 
able or warranted by the evidence 
(the — s required by the nature 
... of human knowledge — H.J. 
Muller) 

overbend \;»»!»\ vt 1 a : to cause 

to bend over (more overbent than 

ever by his task — Adrian Bell) 

b : to take a bent position over 

(brooks overbent by arching boughs) 2 

to excess ^ vi : to bend or stoop over 
over-berg adj i^over + Afrik berg mountain — more at 

berg] Ajrica i being across a berg : tramontane 
t over bias n [>over + bias} ', an excessive bias; specij 

: an electron-tube grid bias in excess of that required for 

normal operation 
'overbias \"\ vt : to apply an overbias to 
'overbid vb [^over + bid} vi 1 : to bid in excess of 

value ( — for stock) 2 a : to bid more than the trick-winning 

or scoring capacity of one's hand b Brit : to make a higher 

bid than the preceding one : overcall v/ : to bid beyond 

or in excess of; specij : to bid more than the value of (one's 

hand in cards) 

'overbid \"\ n : a bid in excess of a previous bid or of 
value 

overbit V'^^.-X n : a triangular earmark for cattle cut out of the 

upper side of an animal's ear — see earmark illustration 
overbite \**«,«\ n : the projection of the upper anterior teeth 

over the lower in the normal occlusal position of the jaws 
overblouse \*»#,*\ n : a usu. fitted or belted blouse worn over 

the waistband of a skirt 
overblow \;««;*\ vb [ME overblowen, fr. 'over + bio wen to 

blow] vr 1 : to dissipate by or as if by wind : blow away 

2 : to cover (as with snow) by blowing or being blown 

3 : to blow (a pipe or other wind instrument) so vigorously as 
to evoke undesirable overtones that sometimes completely 
mask the fundamental tone 4 : to continue to blow in a con- 
verter after the impurities have been removed (as carbon from 
iron or sulfur from copper) completely or below a proper per- 
centage S a : DISTEND, SWELL (whom stout and hign tivii 
have much overblown — Donagh MacDonagh) b : to B^;rf^p 
to inflated proportions I give a false pathos or bomtrSsRc or 
flamboyant quality to (would have been easy to ^ me tttory 
— C-W. Morton) « vf X oj the wind, archaic : to blbv^oo 
hard to allow light sails (as topsails) to be carried 2 _ 
force wind into a wind musical instrument in such a way as to 
change its pitch typically producing an overtone instead of its 
fundamental tone 

1 overblown \\"\'\ adj if r. past part, of overblow} 1 : blown 
over or away 2 a : marked oy excessively large girth or 
proportions ; portly (a handsome, creature — S.J.Perel- 
man) <swamps that helped support his body — lack Breed) 
b (1) : puffed up to inflated proportions (the products of 
propaganda — Newsweek} (empty shuffling of memories 
— Saturday Rev.} (the tale becomes — and thin — Amy 
Loveman) (a corrective power to deflate whatever was — 
— Listener} (2) : flamboyant, turgid, or bombastic in manner 
or content : pretentious (an obsolete and ^ oratory — Ber- 




overcharge 




overbed table 
; to bend (as a bow) 



—J.I.Godwin) <eo ~ for passing fads — E.J.Kahn) 3 : into 
discard : asii>£ (throw theologicalabsolutes'^ — Allan Nevins^ 
(throwing all her moral teachings and inhibitions — Ruth 
Park) 

overtoil \!*-;'\ ri : to boil over or unduly 

overbold \;««;-\ adj : excessively bold or forward ; presump- 
tuous. IMPUDENT <a foolish, ~ act — R.L,Stevenson) — over- 
twldness \;»«:-»\ n 

overtKwt \*»«.>\ n : overshoe 

overtiore past oJ overbear 

Overt>ome \|'>|«\ adj [fr. past part, of overbear} : held down 

by superior force : oppressed (art, industry, and commerce, 

so long crushed and — Francis Parkman) 
overbought adj : characterized by prices held to be excessively 

high as a result of heavy buying (price reactions in an 

market) (an stock) — compare oversold 
Overl>owed \;«»;i>\ adJVover + bowed (furnished with a bow)] 

: equipped with a bow whose drawing weight is too great for 

the arcner 

overbowl \*",«\ n : a throw at bowls that goes beyond the 
jack 

overbreaK \*<','\ n : a caving in of loosened material along 
the edge of an excavation 

0 verb red adj : bred too finely or to excess (an 
family of the nobility) 

overbridge \*-.,.\ n. Brit : overpass 

overbrim Xl-'I^V vi : to flow over the brim : overflow 
vf : to cause to flow over the brim; also : to flow over the 
brim of 

overbuild M'-I-X v; 1 a : to build too much for : build beyond 
the actual demand of (-^ capacity in any phase of industry 
— C.E.Wilson) b : to supply with building^ in excess of 
actual demand ('— a town) 2 : to erect a building or structure 
upon — vt : to build houses in excess of demand (claims that 
the housing industry is •^ing} 

overbuilt \;**;«\ adj : having too many buildings esp. in 
relation to the demand (an part of town) : faced with an 
excess of housing in relation to the actual demand (are going 
to become ^ if we continue to build — Amer. Builder} 

overbulky \>*>*\ adj : excessively bulky 

'overburden \;»«;*»\ vr ['over + burden, v.] : to place an 
excessive burden on : load to excess : weigh down <the pauper 
class which —5 the city asylums — Nels Anderson) (s^ed . . , 
by a profusion of ornament — Anny Varron) <trec branches 
•^ed with ice) 

'overburden \'«-,«»\ n [in sense 1, fr. ^overburden; in other 
senses, fr. ^over + burden, n,] 1 : excess of burden 2 a : con- 
solidated or unconsolidated material overlying a deposit of 
useful geological materials (as a coal seam or an ore body) 
esp. where mined by open cuts; also : sedimentary rock over- 
lying older crystalline rocks b : loose soil, sand, gravel, or 
similar material above a bedrock 3 : the sterile stratum lying 
above a cultural level at an archaeological site 

OVer«bur-den*ing-ly \;**;.(*)*«\ adv [overburdening (pres. 
part, of ^overburden) + -ly} X so as to overburden 

overburn M-'^X vr : to burn (as clay) too long or at a higher 
than normal temperature 

overbuy \;*i>;*\ vb [ME overbiggen, fr. 'over + biggen. byen 
to buy] vr 1 obs : to buy at an excessive price 2 a I to buy in 
quantities exceeding needs or demand (found that he had 
overbought fertilizer) b : to affect injuriously (as by causing 
price rises) by too much buying esp. in relation to supply 
VI : to make purchases that are in excess of needs or demand 
or are beyond one's means < — ing and then holding for an 
advance in prices — Jules Backman) (~ing ... is often de- 
tected and the subscribers warned — A.F.Chapin) 

overby \;*»;«\ adv ['over -I- by, adv.] chiejly Scot I a little 
way over : at a short distance (our neighbors ~) 

tovercall \I»s;*\ vb Vover + call} vt 1 : to make a higher 
card bid than (the preceding bid) : bid higher than (the player 
who last bid) 2 Brit : overbid — vi : to bid over an oppo- 
nent's bid in bridge when one's partner has not bid or doubled 

'overcall \"\ n 1 a : a bid in bridge usu. showing meager or 
limited strength made by a player on the side that did not open 
the bidding b : a bid above the preceding bid 2 : overbid 

overcanopy vr : to form a canopy over (great white 

wings '^ing the sparkling water — Lilian S. Taylor) 

overcapacity \;»»»;*(*)#\ n : excessive productive capacity in 
relation to needs or demand (another industry suffering from 
— Newsweek} 

overcapitalization \;ov3(r) + \ n [}over + capitalization} 
1 : the act or an instance of overcapitalizing 2 : the state of 
being overcapitalized 

overcapitalize \" + \ vt Vover + capitalize} 1 : to put a 
nominal value on the capital of (a corporation) higher than 
actual cost or fair market value 2 : to capitalize (a business 
enterprise) beyond what the business or the profit-making 
prospects warrant 

overcarefui \;*«;**\ adj : too careful — overcarefully 

adv 

overcarry vr ; to carry too far ; carry beyond the 

proper point 

1 overcast vb [ME overcasten, fr. 'over + casten to 
cast] vr 1 archaic % to cast down : overthrow 2 a : cloud, 
DARKEN, overshadow (it is the existence of evil . . . which '^s 
life — F.L.Mott) b : to cast or cover over : overspread (the 
smoke haze that — the distant mountains — L.C.Douglas) 
(something of reverence, ^ with egotism — G.B.Johnson) 
3 a (1) : to sew with an overcast stitch from one section of 
(a book) to the next (2) : to reinforce along the back of (a 
signature) by stitching through half of the leaves (3) ; to 
fasten (single leaves) as a group by an overcast stitch at the 
binding edge ; whipstitch b : to sew over the edge of; 
specij : to sew (raw edges of a seam) with long slanting widely 
spaced stitches to prevent raveling vi 1 : to become over- 
cast : darken 2 : to make an overbowl at lawn bowls 

'overcast \*««,*\ adj [fr. past part, of ^overcast} 1 a : clouded 
over (an night) b : depressed, gloomy (his handsome 
countenance . . . was ~ — Rafael Sabatint) 2 geol : over- 
turned (an ^ fold) 

^overcast \" \ n {^overcast} 1 : covering (with an of irony 
— R.M.Coates); esp I a covering of clouds over the sky (the 
land rose in pink and violet dales, shading finallv into the ^ 
above the harbor — Norman Mailer) 2 : an arch or support 
that carries an overhead passage; esp I one that carries a 
passage over another passage in a mine 3 : sewing tha t has 
been o^L^wftJi "' '~ —1 

n : one who does overcasting by hand 
machine — see serGer 
overcasting \;«*;)>«\ n : the act of stitching raw edges of fabric 
to prevent raveling; also l the 
stitching so done 
Qvercatch yf- jM^lly dial 




overcautious V^^I-^X adj 
cautious 

overceiUng adj i^ver 

ceiling} : being over a ceiling < 
payments) 

overcentralized M-oJ-'.^X odj _ 

: excessively centralized ('^ administra' 
overcertification \;*»,-««;**\ n i*over + cenijication} % the 

practice or an instance of overccrtifying 
overcertily V,..;**p\ vr Vover + certijy} : to certify (a check) 

for an amount in excess of the balance of the deposit account 

of the drawer 



ach metry 



O'try \ta'kajn>tr2, t9'k-\ Ji -es [tacho- + -metry} 

• ement with a tschometer 

mb fbrm (Gk, fr. tachys: pcrh. akin to Olr daingen 
rm, OSlav drgS strenath] : swift : rapid : accelerated 
rdia^ ^ra(A^gencsis> itachylyicy OacAymeter) 
XCSls \;takg+\ n [NL, fr. tach^ + awtesis] : allo- 
owih characterized by accelcrauon of a part in com- 
■vith the body as a whole — compare bradyauxesis 
•auzetic \" + \ arfy 

r.<Ua \:tak»;k&rde»\ n -s [NL. fr. tachy- + '<ardia, 
:ly rapid heart action whether physiologica] (as after 
or pathological — compare paroxysmal tachy- 

ncsiS \:tak4+ \ /I [NL, fr. tachy- + L genesis} 1 : ac- 
n of development by the shortening of ancesira 
iring embryonJcT development — compare baadygene 

GENESIS 2 ; SALTATORY EVOLUTION 

aetlc \** + \ or tachy.gen.ic \" + ycnik\ adj itachy. 
tic or -genie) : of, relating to. or exhibiting tachy- 

js.sal Viakiigiasal, -idsA or tachy-glos.sate \.s4t. 
•7 [NL Taehyglossus + E -al or -ote] : tachyglossio 
lOS-Sid \-.sid\ adjlUL Tochyglossidae} : of or relat 
c Tachydossidae 

issld \"\ rt -s : a mammal of the family Tachy glossi 

HI ON A 

OS*sl*dae \.»»'-S3,dc\ npl, cap [NL, fr. Taehyglossus, 
iiis + -idae} : a family of mammals (order Mono- 
consisting of the genera Taehyglossus and Zaglossus 

• prising the echidnas 

3S.SUS \-sm\ n, cap [NL. fr. tachy- + Gk glossa 
- more at closs) : the type genus of Tachyglossidae 
g all the Australian echidnas — compare zaglossus 
apU \'tak4,graf, -raf\ n [F tachygraphe, fr. Gk 
:phos, fr. tachy- -h -graphos (fr. graphein to write) — 
carve] 1 ; TACHYGRAPHER 2 I a tachygraphic writing 
ra*pher \ta'kigr3fa(r), ta'kA or ta-chyg.ra>phis1 
I -s iiachygraphy + -er or -ist} : one skilled in tachyg- 
stenographer; esp ; an ancient Greek or Roman 

aph.Ic \:tak4;grafik\ or tachy.graph.i.cal \-f4k3l\ 
XYgraphy + -ic or -ical} ; of or relating to tachygraphy 
apta'l-cal'Iy \-f4k(3)le\ adv : in a tachygraphic 
: by means of tachygraphy 

aph.om.e.ter \.».,gra'fam3d.3(r), -ri'fA n [blend of 
ter and grapho-} ; a tachymeter with alidade for sur- 

apli.om-e>try \-m>tre\ n -es [blend of tachymetry 
pho-i : measurement with a tachy era phometer 
ra.phy Nta'kigr^fe. ta'k A n -es [ Gk tachygraphein to 
-orthand (fr. tachygraphos tachygrapher) + E - k — 
tachygraph] 1 : the art or practice of rapid writin 
HAND, stenography; esp : the rapid writing or shor 
the ancient Greeks and Romans 2 a ; cursive writij 
bbreviated form of Greek and Latin used in the Mid 



/•drite Vak4'hr,drlt\ also tach.y.drite N'taki.drltl 
odif. of C tachhydrit, blend of tachv- and hydr- + -iV 
1 mineral CaMgzCU.l 2H20 consisting of a hydrous 
■ of calcium and magnesium 

te also tachy. lite \'iak4,lit\ n -s [tachylyte fr. G 
fr. tachy- + Gk lytos soluble, fr. lyein to unbind, 
dissolve; tachylite alter, (influenced by -lite) of tachy- 
nore at lose] : basalt class 

•e.ter \ta'kim9d.3(r), t3;kA n [ISV tachy- + -meter} 
instrument for determining quickly the distances. 
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: RETICENCE <the and the short answers which gave so much 
T.B.Macau lay) b : lack of expressiveness : reserve 
^ti^t-lipped they endure their fates and we arc the losers from 
thctr numb —Anthony Quinion) 2 Scots law a : such 
failure to assert a legal right as implies that there has been 
satisfaction or abandonment of It D ; the plea of mora and 
laaturmty setung uj> such failure 
tac-i.turn.ly adv * m a taciturn manner: as a : reticektly 

D : Slt-ENTLY 

"tack Vtak\ n -s ojten aitrib [ME tak; akin to MLG taeke 

Eointed instnimcnt. sharp point, MD tac} laobs : z small 
ooked, knobbed, or pointed device of metal for fastening one 
thing to another: as (I) : buckle (2) : a hook fitting into an 
eye (3) : nail o : a small short sharp-pointed nail usu. hav- 
ing a broad flat head; esp : one for affixing a light object or 
material to a solid surface <a carpet <a thumb C : a 
strip binding stalks (as to a wall) in gardening d : an car on a 
pipe for fastening it (as to a wall) 2 chiefly dial : the ability to 
hold on. last, or endure : STABiLrrY. endurance 3 a : a rope 
to hold in place the forward lower corner of a course on a sail- 
ing ship — compare sheet D : a rope for hauling the outer 
lower corner of a studding sail to the end of the boom C * the 
lower forward corner of a fore-and-aft sail d : the corner of a 
sail to which a tack is fastened (as the weather clew of a square 
sail) 4 a : the direction of a ship with respect to the trim of 
her sails <the starboard (the port b : the run of a sail- 
ing ship on one tack <the ship sailed well on that last ~> c • a 
change when close-hauled from the starboard to the port tack 
or vice versa <made two -^s in rounding the point) d : a 
wgzag movement on land <watched for openings and got 
tn^ough the dense crowd in a series of ^s) e : a course or 
method of action; esp : one sharply divergent from that pre- 
viously taken or followed (go off on the wrong -^) (try a new 
^) (kept changing the of your questions — B.V Dryer) 
5 a : a lying or fastening esp. of a temporary kind b : any of 
various usu. temporary stitches: as (1) : tailor's tack 
U) : BAR TACK C Bnt : a supplement or rider esp to a parlia- 
mentary bill d : a short deposit for holding the sections of a 
joint in place in welding 6 a : the quality or state of sticking 
or adhering : adhesiveness, stickiness (the of a paint) (the 
^ of ink) (tape with good --) b : the property of raw rubber 
or compounded rubber stock of adhering firmly when layers 
arc pressed together 7 ; stable gear 
'lack \"\ vfr -ED/-INO/-S [ME takken, fr. tak, n.} vt la: to 
cause to join or hold together ; attach (— on a fragment of 
black cloth for an eye—Farmer's Weekly (So. Ajrica)}; esp :to 
nail, pm, or affix with tacks ('^ing down a stairway carpet) 
(— a notice on a bulletin board) i-^ing upholstery) b archaic 
: to join in matrimony : hftch 2c (^ me first; my love is wait- 
'"?"r- " Sheridan) c : to toin rihin^ th^t are senn^at<-d^ hv 
< i Imlr i no pirt i fTfTn i tnn jT TmJMUi. '^M l^getllH U> . ' . biiJ ge^ 
— John Evejyn)_(at this common point ... the two routes may 




J . „ . fokel ship's rigging. 

and perh. to £ Uack} 1 : a collection. ^ or 
complement of the equipment, apparatus, or 
materials designed for use in a particular ac- 
Uvity ; PARAPHERNALIA. GEAR (sports — was 
rationed —Tom Qarke) (so undignified, using 

father s shaving Dodie Smith): as a:equip- 

ment for fishing b : an archer's equipment 
C : harness for a horse 2 a : a ship's rigging; 
specij ; a ship s purchase (as an arrangenwni 
of linc^ and blocks) in which the line runs 
through more than one block b ; an assem- 
blage of ropes and pulleys arranged to gain 
mechanical advantage for hoisting and puffing 
: PURCHASE 4a(2) — compare burton I; see 
PULLEY illustration 3 ['tackle} a : the act or 
an instance of tackling (he made key '^j and 
ran to several first downs — Af Y Times} 
b : one of two players on each side of the center 
and between guard and end in the line in foot- 
ball (pjayed as right ^ early in the season and 
left in later games) syn see equipment 
P^^^fr \ > r, tackled; tackled; tackling 
\:k(a)Iio\ tackles vt 1 a : to attach or secure 
with or as if with tackle; specij : harness — of- 
ten used with up (~ the horse up for plowing) 



tact 

'? attrib [ME 




tackles 2b: 
/ gun, 2 luff 



Sf* i'i ^ ^^^^ e^^*^*** 2 a : to seize, take hold 

of. or grapple with esp. w,th the intention of stopping or suK 

—Amer. Guide Series: Flo.\ b : to seize and throw down or 



y tachymetry 

:-e*tiy \ta'kim>tre. ta'k-X n -es [F tachymctrie, fr. 
^ -metric -metry] : measurement with the tachymeter 
.ly.lactlC \;takifd:iaktik\ adj [fr. NL tachyphylaxis, 
ch pairs as NL prophylaxis: E prophylactic} : of or 
(o tachyphylaxis 

ly.lax-is \,*-.'laksAs\ n, pi tachyphylax-es X-k.sezN 
■. tachy + 'phylaxis (zs in prophylaxis)} : diminished 
e to later increments in a sequence of applications of a 
jgically active substance (as the diminished pressor 
e that follows repeated injections of renin) 
lea also tachy.pnoea \,takd(p)'ne3\ n -s [NL fr 
- -pnca, -pnoea}i increased rate of respiration — tachv- 
\;»»;neik\ adj ' 
:ope \*tak4.skop\ n [ISV tachy- -I- -scope: orig 
as G tachyskop} i an early animated-picture machine 
n glass photographic transparencies mounted on the 
ry of a large rotating wheel are viewed through an 
2j*^»shing light source serving as the illuminant 
■ter.ol Xta'kista ror, ta'k-, -rol\ n [tachy- ^■ sterol} 
iy liquid alcohol CiaH4iOH isomeric with ergosterol 
ormed by ultraviolet irradiation of ergosterol or lumis- 
'.d that on further irradiation yields vitamin D, — com- 
hydrotachysterol 

ij.ic \;tak4;telik\ adj : of or relating to tachytely 
iiy \ ".tele\ n ;ES [tachy- + Gk fc/os end. consumma- 
•gree of completion, state of maturity + E - v — more at 
'j* ^ypJ""*"? 3 relatively rapid rate tending to result 
dy differentiation and fixation of new types — cora- 

ADYTELY, HOROTELY 

'tasit, usu -4d.-f-V\ adj [F or L; F tacite, fr. L tacUus 
•aS*" P^"^*- '«<^^''' to t>c silent, topass over in silence: 
Uii thagon, thagian to be silent, OHG dagen, ON theg- 
h thahan to be silent, and perh. to W tagu to choke 
htatd he chokes) 1 a archaic : not speaking : silent (a 
(her than discursive —Thomas Carlyle) b : ex- 
"^/i^^^^i^** ?" without words or speech : unspoken 
ESS (the blush was a ~ answer — Bram Stoker) (wooed 
h ~ patient worship —George Eliol) (occasioned 
.8 among the men — A.J.Liebling) 2 a ; implied or in- 
t>ut not actually expressed : iMPLicrr ('^ consent) (a 
Hon) (a warning) (notions ... some some 
expressed —Fred Rodcll) (enjoys the support 
nhabitants — A^** Statesman A Nation} b (1) : arising 
'i**^??!^ contract or agreement — compare conven- 
la (2) ; arising by operation of law (a mortgage) 
pare legal 

an \:tas9;t»n, ta'sid.c-\ adj. usu cap (fr. Cornelius 
TO* A.D.117 Rom, statesman and historian + E -eon} 
relating to the historian Tacitus or resembling his style 
ings (as in terseness or studied lack of parallelism) (his 
se was couched on this occasion in Tacitean 
— Norman Douglas) 

TWthec or tacit hypothecation n ; MARrTiME lien 
/^JLI-I i" \ manner: as a : without speaking ; si- 
(held his look assunng him that she valued it fully 
n Howe) b : by unexpressed agreement, allowance, or 



ihSS*^^^f„„i.*i"S* immemorial —Ralph Unton) 
ihout acknowledgment (borrowed extensively but 
?e« • * 'J*''"^^ -J T.Krumpelmann) 
.S,"rH * , quaUty or state of being tacit : silence, 
inward ~ of mind -Walter Pater) 



be ^ed — S.H.Lynne) 2 : to attach or join slightly or only 
at separated points for a temporary purpose: as a • to join 
(two pieces of metal) by drops of solder b ; to stitch together 
lightly (two pieces of cloth) : SASTt (~ the pleat in position at 
the hemline) 3 a : to add, attach, or join as a usu. inappro 

arhrrp-r ""t'- ■ ■ : i h i i j mr 

amer aimlessl;^ -^ed together) — usu. used with to or on (a 
weak, spotty piece of music -^edio an absurd, garish drama — 
Alfred Frankenstein) i^ed on to escape a banal conclusion — 
Anthony Quinton) b (I ) : to add or attach to as a supplement 
: annex — usu. used with on or onto (—erf it on as an after- 
thought) ('^ an extra dollar onto the price) (one large studio 
with three little rooms ^ed onto it — Aldous Huxley) 
(2) : to add (a rider) to a parliamentary bill : append — usu 
*'th to. on, or onto (a provision . . . —erf to a supply bili 
—T.E.May) (get the measure through the legislature by '^ing 
It ont9 an appropriation bill) 4 a Eng law : to unite or join 
(securities given at different times) so as to prevent a person 
having intermediate securities or rights from claiming a title to 
redeem or otherwise discharge one or more prior ones without 
also redeeming or discharging one or more subsequent ones 
united to the prior ones b : to add on (a period of disability or 
adverse possession by one person to that of another immedi- 
ately preceding or following and in privity with him) 6 a : to 
change the direction of (a sailing ship) when sailing cIose« 
hauled by putting the helm alee and shifting the sails so that it 
will come up into the wind and then fall off on the other side 
until It proceeds at about the same angle to the wind as before 
D : to navigate (a sailing ship) by a scries of tacks (often he had 
'^ed a monstrous ship of the line in heavy weather — CS 
Forester) — compare wear — vi 1 a : to change the direciioo 
of a sailing ship b : oj a sailing ship : to move in a different 
direction through the shifting of the helm to leeward so that 
the wind strikes the sails from the other side i-^ed alona 
snioothly with the onshore breeze —H.H.Martin) 2 a Mo 
follow a zigzag course ; sangle 2 (rode scornfully on. -^ina 
from side to side —Angela Thirkell) b : to modify abruptly 
(as a policy or an attitude) esp. for reasons of expediency 
: SHIFT (-^i/ig temporarily in her aggressive designs but hoping 
to push on directly again later) 3 : to associate oneself with 
or follow closely after a person : tag along (thought you 
wouldn t mind my ^ing on to ^ou —C.S. Lewis) — tack down 
Wind : to sail before the wind in a series of alternate reaches to 
starboard and port with sheets in instead of in a direct straiKht 
course with boom off and spinnaker set 

3tack \"\ n -s [ME tak, fr. taken to take - more at take] 
1 chief ly Scot : a contract by which the use of something is set 
or let for hire : lease 2 chiejly Scot : pasture land hired usu 
by the week, month, or quarter 3 chiejly Scot : a catch of fish 
: haul, take 

<tack \"\ n -s [origin unknown] dial Eng ; a distinctive flavor 
esp. when unpleasant 

^tack \"\ n -s [origin unknown] : stuff (we should be iaw- 
lSf,«^<".V' '^"'^ '"r D.H-Lawrence); esp : f6od- 
bJea" -E.J.ShoetUe) "''"'^ ^ *° "'^^ 

^sailing " ' ^ ^^'^^ followed by a short one in 

tack board n : a usu. cork board for tacking up notices and 
display materials (as charts or maps) : bulletin board (each 
cla«room has ... tack boards —Springfield {Mass.) Daily 

tack bumpkin n : bumpkin a 

tack claw n : a small hand tool with a handle and slightly bent 
buurcated end for remov- 
ing tacks 
tack duty n iUack} Scots 
law : rent under a lease 
tack.er \'tak9(r>\ n -s 
i'tack + -er} 1 : one that 




h.^f ifilf£5^.K"^J' n^'' "^'^^ ''^"^ ^ S- or rugby foot- 
ball itackted he ball earner and brought him dowB a yard 
from the goal line) c : to obstruct or interfere with (an 
opponent dribbling or playing the ball) so as to bring about 
loss of possession of the ball (as in soccer or field hockej 
? ® ''JZ,^^ ^i*^"' dealing with (as a difficult problem or a 
formidable task) : come to grips with : take on (~ the problem 

2lf^lS''r;^/'"ir'i";P°^'*°" v^*i?"> <^ ^ "«P that lay 

S?^:^ !hT — *^-}-Stevenson) b : to approach (a person) esp 
with the expectation of encountering hostility or resistance 
(planned to -- the boss for a raise) (proceeded to — him on 
I ii"^.^"i- OigM/) c ; to attack (food) (the most 
elaborate dinner I ever JocAW -W.A.White) ~ vi : to tackle 
an opposing player (as in football) 
tackle block n : block 4a 

tackle board or tackle post n : a board, post, or frame at the 
end of a rope walk that supports the spindles or whirls for 
twisting the yarns 
tack.led N'takald, 'tak-N adj[Uackle + -ed} : made of tackle or 
"^-opes (cords made hke a ^ stair — Shak.) 
Ckle laU n : the rope or cable of a tackle to which force is 
applied 

laqkle-house \'**,*\ /i : a house or building having a tackle 
ufed in lading or unlading ships 

'^'^^O'n " * *h3* tackles: as a Brit : loom- 

FIXER b Bnt : an attendant of a machine for making paper 
bags C : one that tackles an opponent in a sport (as wrestlmR 
or footbaM) (shook off half a dozen — s to crash over the goal 
line — /v. v. Times} 

tackline y-,-\ n : a short piece of line used to separate flacs in 
a signal hoist ^ 

tack.ling \'tak(a)Iirj. 'tak-\ n -s [ME takling, fr. gerund of 
taklen to furnish with tackle, fr. takel, n.] 1 : furniture of the 
masts and yards of a ship (as rigging or cordage) : tackle 2a 
^ a . a collection of equipment or apparatus used in a oar- 
ticular activity : tackle I (fishing -) b : the harness of a 
draft animal 3 a : the act or skill of making a tackle in foot- 
ball b : the act or skill of taking or attempting to take 
^^scssion of the ball from an opponent in soccer or field 

tack pin n : belaying pin 

tack rag n : a cloth for picking up dust before painting 
tack nvet n : a temporary rivet for securing pieces durinc 
riveting * 

tack room n ; a room in or attached to a stable for the storage 
and maintenance of riding tack (as saddles and bridle) and 
often of stud records or for the display of prizes or other 
honors of the stable *- k 

tackS pf oj TACK, pres 3d sing of TACK 

tacks-man VtaksmanV n, pi tacksmen [fr. poss, of ^tack + 
man} Scots taw i lessee 

tackweed \'-,-\ n ; puncture vine 

tack -weld \'*,-\ vt [back-formation fr. tack welding} : to 
fasten (two pieces of metal) together by welding them at vari- 
ous isolated points 

tack weld n itack-weld} 1 : a joint or fastening secured by tack 
welding 2 : one of the small welded points in a joint that has 
been tack-welded 

'tacky X'take. -ki\ adj -erAest {'tack + -y} : barely sticky to 
the touch : adhesive: as a : having a quality of adhering, 
clinging, or binding (^ varnish) (-^ ink) (keeps rubber 
rollers and blankets Graphic Arts Monthly} b : charac- 
terized by tack 

»UCky \"\ n -ES chiefly Brit I SNEAKER, TENNIS SHOE — USU. 

used in pi. 

Jtacky \**\ rt -ES [origin unknown] 1 chiefly South ; a small 
pony or inferior horse 2 chiejly South : an inferior or low- 
class fierson : poor WHrre (the ditch-edge child of some share- 
cropping sandhill William Humphrey) 

*tacky \'*\ adj -er/-est 1 a : having the characteristics of or 
suitable for a low-class person : common (a poor-white and 
untidy person . he m short, was J.B.Cabell) (stigma- 
tized as A.P.Hudson) b : marked by shabbiness or signs 

of neglect : down-at-heeu seedy (the neighborhood was 
really getting very — —Waller Karig) (a ^ boardinghousc — 
New Yorker} 2 a : marked by lack of style or good taste 
: ridiculously unbecoming : oirrMODED. dowdy («- knitted 
garments modeled on dumpy hausfrau types —Newsweek} 
(that pasty fat girl with those pigtails —Carson McCuIlers) 
(looked God-awful for a woman who was supposed to be a 
good designer — Hollis Alpert) b : marked by cheap showi- 
ness : r^shy, gaudy (a costume) (sumptuously countess 
who inhabits a cellar —Time} 
tacky party n [*tacky} : a party at which the guests wear tacky 
clothes and prizes are awarded for the tackiest costume 
tacmanack var of tacamahac 



tack claw 

tacks: as a ; one that fastens wet hides onto boards to dry in 
•eatner working b : one that joins metal parts temporarily by 
welding at a number of spots along the edges c ; a sewer that 
makes bar tacks d : one that joins, marks, or sews with tack- 
ing stitches e : one that staples or sews padding to the inner- 
sprtngs of mattresses 1 : a device incorporating a strong 
spring made tense and then released by a trigger and used 
»or the rapid driving of staples fed from a reservoir chamber 
2 Bnt : one seeking to secure passage of a legislative measure 
by appending it to a money bill 
itack.et \'tak4i\ n -s [ME takel. fr 

: HOBNAIL 



ta.CO \*ta( )ko\ n -s [MexSp. It. Sp, bung, drink of 
snack, pcrh. of Ghk: origin; akin to E Uack} : a sane 
made of a tortilla rolled up with or folded over a fillini 



tak tack + -el} dial Brit 



Wine, 
sandwich 

. , , . . _ .illtng and 

usu. fried * 

ta-CO-ina Nta'komaV adj. usu cap [fr. Tacoma, Wash.) : of or 
from the city of Tacoma, Wash. : of the kind or style pre- 
valent in Tacoma 

ta>co*man \-m3n\ n -s cap [Tacoma, Wash. -|- E -an] * a 
native or resident of Tacoma. Wash. 

ta>con*lC \ia'kanik\ adj, usu cap [fr. Taconlc range, mountains 
in northeastern U.S.] : of or relating to mountain-making 
movements in northeastern No. America near the close of the 
Ordovician period — see oeoixXjIC time table 

taC'O-nite \'tak5,nTt\ n -s [ Taconic range + E -ite} : a flintlikc 
rock containing granules of iron oxide; xpeci7 : this rock when 
high enough in iron content to become commercially valuable 



